
A radical Portrait Idea!
Let’s be honest. Traditional por-
trait pages can be really boring. 
Maybe not the entire page, but 
certainly the blocks of portraits. 

It has been a really long time 
since we’ve seen anything 
quite as radical as the under-
class portrait section from the 
yearbook created by the staff 
at Northwood High School in 
Nappanee, IN. Their 2008 un-
derclass portrait section features 
inset quotes from randomly 
selected students throughout 
the actual portrait blocks. 

As you can see at right, these 
quotes add an entirely new di-
mension to the portrait blocks. 
The quotes make the portrait 
blocks readable and interesting. 
Plus, the way the quotes were 
attributed (in a cartoon-balloon 
style) makes them graphically 
interesting as well. 

It isn’t often (it’s been a few 
years) that we see something 
that is really new in a yearbook. 
This design made our day. 

By the way, we counted and 
there are 16 quotes in the four-
page junior section. Each quote 
took up the space of two por-
traits. Adding 32 portraits back 
in could still have been done on 
the same four pages. 


